[Trash foot following abdominal aortic surgery].
Peripheral embolism from dislodgement of intraarterial debris can convert successful surgery of the abdominal aorta into tragedy. An embolic shower from such surgery, often containing cholesterol, can result in forefoot or toe ischemia referred to as "trash foot." The incidence of this early complication is reported as 7-29%, but is believed to be even higher. Prevention and treatment includes heparin, embolectomy, lumbar sympathectomy, aspirin, rheomacrodex and prostaglandins. 3 such patients, 2 men aged 62 and 69, respectively, and a woman of 72, are reported. In 2 of the cases below-knee amputation was required, while the third patient died.